Happening in church this week..

Monday 10am-12md Little Mick’s
5.30pm - Evening prayer

Wednesday 10am-12noon - Coffee morning and Foodbank
5.350pm - Eucharist

Friday 5.30pm - Evening prayer

Sunday 9.30am - Sung Eucharist
5pm - Carol Service

Celebrating Our Community - this week /
we shine a spotlight on Rebecca Bishop 8‘%

Rebecca has gone through the recruitment and safeguarding
process to become a volunteer within our Children’s work here at St Michaels.

You are a superstar Rebecca. Thank you.

If you would like to shine a spotlight on someone, please email
halfsentence@gmail.com with their name and a brief explanation.

Baby Changing
In the ladies toilet

First Aid Kits
Outside the clergy vestry.
In the ladies toilet.

Every donation that is made to SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS PCC WATFORD
Is gratefully received.
Code 20-91-79
Account 70409448.
Gift Aid? Please contact a warden.
Thank you very much!

Contact: Father Stephen Mepham 07852 622904
Stephenmepham07 @gmail.com

For Home Communion
Contact: Martin Heath 01923 249168

www.stmichaels-watford.org.uk
St Michael and All Angels PCC is a Registered Charity No 1132010
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3RD SUNDAY ADVENT
Sunday 14th December 2025

Welcome to our service today. Father Stephen is
presiding.

Hymns 58 24 34 84

for this Sunday Long ago Come thou long On Jordan’s Brightest
dare. expected bank and best

In your prayers this week:

The Church Digswell (Welwyn Hatfield) Rob Marshall, Selina Evans, Rose Lloyd (R)
Lesley Hairs (LLWs) John Stewart, Ida Antrim, Ally Munro
ACP: Episopal Anglican Church of Brazil
May our churches be guided into find willing volunteers, inspiring hearts to
offer their time and talents generously in ministry.

The World For all wounded by war and for leaders to seek peace, especially in Sudan,

Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine.
We pray for all suffering environmental devastation; may aid reach the

vulnerable and your presence sustain them.

The Community May our church continue to be a place where we embody care and kindness

and Parish for one another and for everyone in our neighbourhood.
For our local schools and care homes as they prepare for Christmas: may
they experience the season’s joy and remain healthy and well throughout

the flu season

The Il and the Especially John Adams, Jean Alexander, Julie Alvarez, David Dimmock, Mihai

Housebound Fezariu, Zuzana Hruskova, Owen Hutchinson, Sylvia Obeng, Valerie
O’Riordan, Morris Parbhu, Fay Storey, Keziah Thairu, Adelaide Tonkin and all

who care for them

The Departed Janet Chandler


http://www.stmichaels-watford.org.uk/

Collect

God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the
way of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 35.1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a
fearful heart, Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you. Then the eyes
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand
shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of
jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A
highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall
not travel on it, but it shall be for Gods people; no traveller, not even fools,
shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on
it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

This is the word of the Lord.

SECOND READING
James 5.7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

This is the word of the Lord

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 11.2-11

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another? Jesus answered them, Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is
anyone who takes no offence at me. As they went away, Jesus began to speak to
the crowds about John: What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A
reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the
one about whom it is written, See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you. Truly | tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

This is the Gospel of the Lord



