Happening in church this week.. Y St Michael & All Angels,
Watford

Monday 5.30pm - Evening Prayer

Wednesday 10am-12noon - Coffee morning and Foodbank
5.30pm - Eucharist

2ND SUNDAY Sunday 16th March 2025

OF LENT

At communion, there will be a chalice on your left for those who

Friday 5.30pm - Evening prayer
Sunday 9.30am - Sung Eucharist

Celebrating Our Community - this week we shine a
spotlight on

wish to receive by drinking, and on your right for those who wish

All those who call, visit and stay connected with church members unable to to receive by dipping their wafer in the wine. You are also

attend services and fellowship. You know who you are and we W

welcome to just receive the bread.

[ Hymns 6 110 482 557

for this Sunday

Jre: New every morning Jesu, grant me ~ Jerusalemthe  Praise to the Holiest
: is the love this | pray golden in the height
If you would like to shine a spotlight on someone, please email .
halfsentence@gmail.com with their name and a brief explanation. In your prayers this week:
First Aid Kits Baby Changing The Church Wilhampsted (Bedford) Paul Messam
Outside the clergy vestry In the ladies toilet ACP: Church of the Province of Central Africa (Botswana, Malawi, Zambia,
: : Zimbab
In the ladies toilet. imbabwe)
The World All those affected by conflict or displaced due to conflict or environmental
Every donation that is made to SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS PCC WATFORD factors, along with local and global leaders working to find solutions. -
, full ved All aid workers serving in conflict zones, risking their safety while helping
IS grate utLly receilvea. others.
Code 20-91-79 Global mindfulness in addressing climate change.
Account 70409448. For those experiencing stress and uncertainty in their employment.

Gitt Aid? Please contact a warden. The Community Gratitude for the members of our Church and the local community

Thank you very much! and Parish they serve.

Teachers and the children they inspire.
Contact: Father Stephen Mepham 07852 622904

StephenmephamO7@gmail.com The Ill and the Especially Jean Alexander, Julie Alvarez, Janet Chandler, Jemima Hill,
Housebound Owen Hutchinson, Sylvia Obeng, Valerie O'Riordan, Matthew Paterson,
www.stmichaels-watford.org.uk Rocco and Sonny Pigott, Josephine Stadden, Catherine Stone, Fay Storey,
St Michael and All Angels PCC is a Registered Charity No 1132010 Adelaide Tonkin, Allan Warren and all who care for them.

The Departed


http://www.stmichaels-watford.org.uk/

Collect

Almighty God, by the prayer and discipline of Lent may we enter into the
mystery of Christ’s sufferings, and by following in his Way come to share in
his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING
Genesis 15.1-12,17-18

God’s Covenant with Abram

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not
be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But
Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, 'You have
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But
the word of the Lord came to him, This man shall not be your heir; no one
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said,
‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’
Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the
Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Then he said to him, ‘| am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, ‘O Lord God, how
am | to know that | shall possess it?” He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove,
and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, To your descendants | give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates,

SECOND READING
Philippians 3.17-4.1

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; | have often told you of them, and now | tell you even with
tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom
| love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved.

GOSPEL
Luke 13.31-end

The Lament over Jerusalem

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, |
am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the
third day | finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on
my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem.”
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is
left to you. And | tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you
say, Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””’



